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Brussels, 12 May 2016 





Ahead of the FAC meeting tomorrow, we would like to reaffirm our support and commitments to a 
global, ambitious and offensive approach to digital trade. 


ICT is global by default and enables global value chains for every sector of the economy. Europe’s 
Digital Single Market has to stay open and integrated within the global connected ecosystem and 
marketplace for European business and ideas to lead and scale up. We see huge potential in areas 
such as Internet of Things, e- Health, Industry 4.0. 


In many ways digital trade is the new sealanes and containers of trade in the 21st century. Trade is not 
possible without the flow of data and digitally deliverable services. While having recognised their 
strategic importance, many countries are unfortunately introducing barriers to digital trade and 
promoting the localisation of digital goods and services. This is a trend DIGITALEUROPE asks European 
Member States to fight against. 


In the global context Europe needs to lead by example and strive for market access and preserve 
openness. This can be achieved through trade agreements that promote the free flow of data, oppose 
forced localisation, eliminate tariffs for ICT products and remove non-tariff barriers in the ICT sector. 
We need a global web for online global markets. The rise of forced localisation policies and other 
forms of ?digital protectionism around the world in a growing sector like ICT marks a troubling shift in 
the global trade and economic policies. Any local content requirement has a strong impact on EU 
businesses — ICT and non-ICT- inside and outside Europe. But also on the worldwide economy as 
supply chains are global and digitally connected. 


Conclusion of the negotiations for all trade agreements will continue to support the digital 
transformation of European Industry, especially in support of the Digital Single Market. In this regard, 
we also ask Member States to reaffirm their support to a solid and balanced Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership to set the gold standard for the future of world trade. 


DIGITALEUROPE is looking forward to continuing working with the European Institutions to design the 
foundations of an ambitious EU digital trade policy. 


For more information please contact: 
Diane Mievis, Senior Policy Manager for Global Economic Affairs 
+32 2 609 53 23 or diane.mievis @digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. 


DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 60 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 


DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 





Airbus, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, 
Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, NEC, Nokia, 
Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 
Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, 
Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies, ZTE Corporation. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: IOO 

Belarus: INFOPARK 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Bulgaria: BAIT 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 

Finland: FFTI 

France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France 

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
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Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: ICT IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR 
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 
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Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomforetagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 





